
Lesson 1 –John 1
Overview
John opens his gospel story of Jesus with a poetic hymn which summarizes the story of Jesus as if the entire
story was already completed.  As a result, the readers of John’s gospel already know more than the characters in 
the narrative as the scene-by-scene story unfolds.  This is a characteristic of John’s gospel, where the narrator 
inserts interpretive comments into the story itself revealing the importance of the incidents that occurred before
Jesus resurrection that was only understood after Jesus resurrection. Mark accomplishes the same effect by
emphasizing how Jesus told people to keep his identity a secret. In the prologue section (1:1-18) Jesus is
revealed as being God but he is also compared with John the Baptist. It is interesting to note how many
different places this story of Jesus is related to the story of the Old Testament and how the understanding of
Jesus and his ministry only make sense when the Old Testament story is understood.

Reading Notes
It is difficult to capture the accurate essence of the original text in an English translation. As you read this
section, take the following into consideration.
(1:5)– better reading is “but the darkness did not overcome it”, a comment on the reliability of God’s light vs.
darkness

(1:12)– instead of “right to become children of God” it is better to say “ability or power to become children of 
God”

(1:14, 17)– phrase “grace and truth” is a case of two words being used to describe one concept.  The concept 
which is written as “grace and truth” in John is actually the same as the Old Testament phrase “love and 
faithfulness” (see Ex 34:6f).  John uses the two words “grace and truth” in chapter 1, but then he simplifies the 
phrase down to simply “truth” but carrying the samemeaning. TRUTH in John DOES NOT MEAN the
opposite of false and GRACE does not simply mean unmerited favor or pity. (more will be discussed in class)

(1:30, 32)– “baptize with....” perhaps could be better read as “baptize in...”

Outline & Reading Notes
Prologue (1:1-18)
John’s testimony about Jesus (1:19-42)
Jesus calls disciples (1:43-51)

Questions
1. Read through 1:1-18 again and make a note of all of the Old Testament connections that appear.

2. What key phrases stand out to you from 1:1-18?

3. How many different descriptive names for Jesus appear in 1:1-18? List them.

4. How is the ministry of John or the testimony of John connected to the OT?



5. According to 1:19-42, what is the purpose of John’s baptism?

6. In what ways is the ministry of John compared to the ministry of Jesus in (1:1-42)?

7. How many patterns of “3 days” can you find in chapter 1?

8. What other OT story does the imagery of “angels of God ascending and descending...” (1:51) remind you 
of?

9. Make a list of the different ways that “lambs” appear in the scriptures. What do these symbolize?



Lesson 2 –John 2-3

Overview
After the introduction of Jesus in the theologically rich hymn and the testimony of John the Baptist,
Jesus now begins to demonstrate the certainty of his identity as the son of God through signs. The signs
all have a purpose that is describe carefully by the narrator, John. These two chapters contain four
scenes; two in chapter two and two in chapter 3. The two scenes in each of the chapters seem to present
a contrasting response to Jesus actions; some believe and others reject him.

In this section we are introduced to a repeating feature of John’s gospel where the characters who 
interact with Jesus misunderstand his actions, words, and thus the meaning of his ministry. First we
have the Jews misunderstanding of Jesus claim to destroy the temple, then Nicodemus misunderstands
the idea of being “born from above”

Reading Notes
(3:1f) - Wedding Feast–The wedding is a common motif of the relationship between Israel and God.
To gain more understanding of the symbolic meaning associated with the wedding sign in Cana look at
the following passages: Isa 62:4f; Amos 9:13f; Hos 14:7f; Jer 31:12f; Mk 2:19-22

(2:19)–The word “raise” is different that the word used in other gospels, here the word allows for a 
dual meaning of either raise a building or resurrection

(3:14f)– “lifted up”– In Num 21:9 there is reference to Moses “raising” up a staff for salvation.  In 
other Jewish wisdom writings it is written,“They had a symbol of salvation to remind them of the 
precept of your Law. For he who turned toward if was saved, not by what he saw, but by you, the
Saviour of all.”

Outline
Wedding in Cana (2:1-11)
Jesus clears Temple (2:12-25)
Jesus and Nicodemus (3:1-21)
John’s Testimony about Jesus (3:22-36)

Discussion Questions
1. Look carefully at these stories and notice the places that the narrator comments on the story.

What do these comments tell you about the purpose of the events and the stories.

2. How do these two brief stories in chapter 2 connect to 1:51 and 20:30f?

3. Who is the primary audience for these signs of Jesus performed in chapter 2?

4. How is the saying spoken by the servant at the wedding feast in 2:10 representative of Jesus
ministry?



5. After reading 2:12-25, how are the Temple and Jesus related to one another? What role does
each serve in God’s kingdom?

6. How is the scene in 2:12-25 a fulfillment of 1:17?

7. In the section 3:121, how is the fact that Nicodemus came to Jesus at night symbolically related
to the prologue in 1:1-18?

8. In 3:1-21 Jesus talks about entering the kingdom of God. Before Jesus, how would a Jew
normally enter the kingdom of God? How does Jesus change this?

9. What is the connection between 1:13, 3:5-6 and 3:16?

10.What is the relationship between “water” and “spirit” mentioned in 3:5? (See Ezek 36:24-29)

11. How might the story in John 3:22-36 clarify or interpret the interaction between Jesus and
Nicodemus (3:1-21)?

12. Is Jesus talking about baptism in 3:1-21? Explain.



Lesson 3 –John 4

Overview
In this chapter, Jesus returns to Galilee after spending time in Judea and at the Temple. His journey
takes him through a Samarian village where he meets the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well.  He then 
arrives in Galilee where heheals the son of a royal official in Cana.  Jesus’ return to Cana marks the end 
of a cycle which began with his visit to the wedding feast in Cana in chapter 2. In between these two
Cana visits, Jesus has encountered a wide range of people who have differing reactions to his message.
There are several recurring features that appear in this chapter as they have in previous chapters. First,
we have two examples of misunderstandings which are based on word-plays: the Samaritan woman
misunderstands Jesus when he talks about flowing or living water (4:4-42) and the disciples
misunderstand what Jesus means by “food” (4:31f).  Second, we encounter phrases such as “spirit and 
truth” and “living water” that are difficult to define in exact terms.  Taken all together, when Jesus
performs “signs” and teaches about “worshippers” he is announcing the arrival of God’s kingdom, a 
kingdom which is for Samaritans as well as Jews, women as well as men, and even Royal Officials
(Gentiles?).  God’s kingdom is a kingdom for His adopted children, an adoption which involves His
Spirit.

Reading Notes
(4:4-42)–The Samaritan Woman– Be careful not to make assumptions about the woman’s character.  
There are many life situations that could lead to her having five husbands and there were limits in both
Samaria and Israel about how many husbands a person could have in a lifetime. So once this woman
reached those legal limits she would have been forced to become a slave-wife in order to support herself.
The importance of this woman in the story of Jesus stems from the fact that (1) she is a woman and
invited into the kingdom and (2) she is a Samaritan and was considered outside of the kingdom of Israel.

Outline
Jesus and the Samaritan Woman (4:1-42)
Jesus and the Royal Official (4:43-54)

Discussion Questions
1. What surprises you about the discussion between the Samaritan woman and Jesus?

2. What does the Samaritan woman know that strikes you as unusual?

3. Make a list of the words and phrases that John uses in this section that seem to have a special
meaning as you read the stories. What does each of them appear to mean?



4. How do the disciples respond to the discussion between Jesus and the Samaritan woman?

5. What about her conversation with Jesus, convinces the Samaritan woman to believe in Christ?

6. What is the result of Jesus conversation with the Samaritan woman?

7. What is the result of Jesus’ healing of the royal official’s son?
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Lesson 4 –John 5

Overview
There are three scenes in this chapter which all focus attention on the tension between the work of God
and the law. Jesus returns to Jerusalem during a feast (probably Pentecost) and heals a crippled man on
the Sabbath. Because he healed the man on the Sabbath, the “Jews” persecute Jesus.  As Jesus responds 
to the persecution he describes the work of God as consisting on giving life and upholding good
(judging).  The section closes with Jesus describing how the “Jews” had dedicated themselves to the law
but had failed to see or notice the fulfillment of the law in themselves or in the person of Jesus.

Reading Notes
(5:1-15)–The feast mentioned in v1 is probably Pentecost, which occurs 50 days after Passover. The
location of the pool has been discovered and excavated. It is located to the NE of the Temple and is a
large pool with 5 colonnades. It is where people would keep their sheep that they had brought to
Jerusalem for sacrifices.

(5:22)–The idea of “judgment” in this verse is probably more along the lines of being a judge that
upholds justice as in vindicating good, being even handed.  This idea of “judgement” is reflected in Ps 
43:1. The opposite of this would be a judge that condemns which is something that Jesus said he had
not come to do (3:16-18).

Outline
Jesus heals crippled man on Sabbath (5:1-15)
Jesus describes the true work of God (5:16-30)
Jesus validates his testimony about the work of God (5:31-47)

Discussion Questions
1. What connections do you notices between the pool and how it is described here and the

conversation that Jesus had with the woman at the well in chapter 4?

2. What does “living water” provide for this crippled man?

3. Read Matt 9:1-8 and Luke 5:17-26. How would you describe the similarities and differences
between these three stories?

4. In 5:17 Jesus declares that both Jesus and God are always at work? What thoughts come to mind
about this statement? What surprises you? Comforts you?

5. Read John 3:16- 21 and John 5:19-27. How would you compare these two passages? What do
they tell us about God and the mission of Jesus?



6. In the section from 5:31-47 Jesus expresses things in terms of a “witness” and testimony.  He is 
saying that what he has just said about the Father and His work are believable because He knows
the Father. What reasons does Jesus list to support his case that they can believe what he says
about his relationship with God?

7. Read 5:37-40.  What is the difference between knowing the Scriptures and “coming” to Jesus?



Lesson 5 –John 6-7

Overview
After healing the lame man by the pool of Bethsaida in Jerusalem, Jesus returns to the region around
Galilee and teaches the crowds. In this section Jesus teaches in Galilee and in Jerusalem and the people
react to his teaching in different ways....but most of the time they fail to believe. The section also spans
a long time period, beginning before Passover and ending with the Feast of Tabernacles 6 months after
Passover. Throughout the section, Jesus talks about the signs of the Old Testament and makes claims
that he is the fulfillment of these OT signs. Read carefully and see how many different OT symbols you
can notice in this section.

Reading Notes
6:4–Mentions that the Passover feast is near. The previous scene (chap 5) took place at a feast in
Jerusalem which we will assume was the Feast of Pentecost.  Thus following John’s chronology, 10 
months have passed between John 5 and John 6.

7:2–The feast of Tabernacles comes about 6 months after Passover making this scene approximately 18
months since Jesus healed the lame man by the well in chapter 5.

7:8– The phrase “will not go up” or “will not ascend” is another dual meaning phrase with reference to 
when Jesus would be “lifted up” in Jerusalem at his crucifixion.

7:37f–On each of the 7 mornings of the Feast of Tabernacles there was a procession which began at the
fountain of Gihon (SE side of temple hill). A priest would fill a pitcher with water and the whole
procession went to the temple passing through the water gate. Everyone carries a myrtle branch in their
right hand and a lemon in the left to symbolize the blessing of God. When the procession of water
reached the temple, the entire procession went around the altar and then the priest would pour the water
into a funnel into the ground. On the 7th day, the last day of the feast, they walked around the altar 7
times.  Ezekiel 47 also depicts water flowing from the temple….which is now Jesus.

Outline
6:1-15–Feeds Five thousand (Across the Sea)
6:16-40–Jesus Is the Bread From Heaven (Capernaum)
6:41-59–Jesus is the Bread of Life (Capernaum)
6:60-71–Disciples struggle with Teaching of Jesus (Capernaum)
7:1-36–Jesus teaches at Feast of Tabernacles (Galilee ==> Jerusalem)
7:37-53–Jesus offers living water (Jerusalem)

Discussion Questions
1. (6:1-15) Why are the crowds following Jesus?

2. (6:1-15) What does the response of Philip and Andrew in 6:7-8 tell us about their faith at this
point?



3. (6:1-15) Read 6:15 and 2:23-25. What do these verses tell us about why Jesus kept some things
secret and what does it tell us about what the people were expecting?

4. (6:16-40) What did Jesus say the work of God consists of? What prevented the crowds from
doing that work?

5. (6:16-40) List the “I am” statements of Jesus.  How are these “I Am” statements connected to the 
OT stories?  How are these “I Am” statements signs to the people?

6. (6:41-59) How do the Jews respond to Jesus statement “I am the bread of Life”?

7. (6:41-59) What did the Jews have difficulty understanding about Jesus teaching?

8. (7:1-36) Why did Jesus not want to go to the feast publicly?

9. (7:1-36) What does Jesus mean when he says “Stop judging by mere appearances, and make a 
right judgement” (7:24)?

10. (7:1-36) What things are mentioned in this section that make it difficult for the Jews and the
people to believe that Jesus was the Christ?

11. (7:37-53) What is the water that Jesus offers? How does this compare with his offer to the
woman at the well in Chapter 4?

12. (7:37-53) How do the different groups of people respond to Jesus? How does Nicodemus react
to Jesus? What prevents the people from believing?



Lesson 6 –John 8-9

Overview
Following the Feast of Tabernacles when Jesus declared that he was the fount of living water, he travels
to the Mount of Olives and teaches in the temple. It is in this temple setting that Jesus is confronted with
the choice between the Law of Moses and grace and he chooses grace. He then declares that he is the
light of the world. Jesus then demonstrates that he is the light of the world by healing a man blind from
birth.

Reading Notes
Judgement–the idea of judgement can take two different slants. One is to think of judgement as a
decision. The other is to think of judgement as the actions of a judge who seeks to uphold what is
“right.”  Thus, at times it is useful to replace the word “judgement” with the phrase “vindicate good”

Light Symbolism–there are many places that light is symbolic . Read Zech 14:6-9 for one example.

Outline
8:1-11–Woman caught in adultery
8:12-59–Jesus is Light of the World & Son of the Father
9:1-41 Healing a Blind man

Discussion Questions
1. (8:1-11) What kind of trap were the teachers of the Law setting for Jesus?

2. (8:1-11) In 5:22 we learn that the Father has entrusted all judgement to the Son, then in 7:24 it
says “Stop judging by mere appearances and make a right judgement.”  How is “right
judgement” according to the Law, demonstrated in this scene with the woman caught in 
adultery?

3. (8:12) Read John 1:1-13.  When else was Jesus “Light of the World”?

4. (8:12-59) Jesus keeps saying things that challenge what appears to be the obvious. He says “you 
do not know me or my father” (8:19) and he says “where I go you cannot come” (8:22).  How do 
these confusing statements:

a. Avoid being trapped in the challenge / confrontation with the Teachers of the Law
(8:6,13)?

b. Function as a method of teaching?



5. (8:1-59) Make a list of the “I Am” statement of Jesus in this section.  

6. (8:1-59) What Old Testament references / ideas / symbols does Jesus make use of in this section?

7. (9:1-41) What does 9:1 tell us about what the Jews believed about sin?

8. (9:1-41) What instances of irony do you find in this story of the blind man?

9. (9:1-41) Jesus says “for judgement I have come into this world” but earlier he said “I pass 
judgement on no one, but if I do judge, my decisions are right” (8:15f).  In what ways do the 
stories of the healing of the lame man on the Sabbath (ch 5), the woman caught in adultery (8:1-
12), and the healing of the blind man on the Sabbath (9:1-41) represent “right judgements”?  If
they are “right,” why are the Teachers of the Law opposed to them?



Lesson 7 –John 10

Overview
John chapter 10 presents an expanded parable of Jesus as the “good shepherd.”  There are multiple 
scenes and images employed in the chapter to emphasize the distinctions between Jesus and the
Teachers of the Law.

Reading Notes
Sheep & Shepherds–In the Old Testament, God is presented as the Shepherd of his people and here
Jesus is claiming to be the Shepherd. For some OT examples read

 Num 27:16f
 Mic 2:12f
 Ezek 34:1-16, 23

Feast of Dedication–The feast of dedication is the Hanukkah celebration which occurs in December.
The celebration was established to remember how Judas Maccabeus drove out the Syrian leaders who
had forcefully occupied the temple for 3 years and had placed an idol of Baal on the altar.

Outline

 10:1-16 Sheep, Shepherds, Gates
o 10:1-2 Emphasis on The Gate
o 10:3-6 Relationship between Sheep and Shepherd
o 10:7-10 Jesus is the Gate
o 10:11-21 Jesus is a Good Shepherd

10:22-39 Feast of Dedication



Discussion Questions
1. (10:1-6) There are two slightly different ideas presented in these verses, 1-2, 3-6. What is the

main point of comparison in each one

a. 10:1-2

b. 10:3-6

2. (10:7-10) There are two different points made in this short parable. What are the two key ideas
that Jesus is emphasizing?

3. (10:11-21) Make a list of allof the key attributes of a “good shepherd” according to Jesus words 
in this section.

4. (10:11-21) How is the sign of Jesus death and resurrection used within the parable of the Good
Shepherd?

5. (10:22-30) According to Jesus, why don’t the Pharisees listen to Jesus?

6. (10:31-42) How did Jesus avoid being stoned by the Jews?

7. (10:31-42) What evidence does Jesus use as proof that he is the Son of God? Where have we
seen this evidence employed before?





Lesson 8 –John 11

Overview
John chapter 11 is connected to the previous chapter by verse 11:37 that mentions the healing of the
blind man. The focus of the chapter centers on raising Lazarus from the dead. But the subplots in the
chapter contrast different groups of people as they respond to Jesus and the signs. In this story we get a
glimpse at groups such as the disciples, Jesus close friends, Jews, and the Jewish leaders. There is also a
number of places that previous themes are carried forward in the story.

Reading Notes
Mary–In verse 1, the narrator mentions that the Mary of this story is the one who anointed Jesus feet
with oil, but this story will not be told in John until chapter 12. This is just another example of how the
readers and the narrator know the whole story and can make comments looking back over time

Bethany–Based on the other gospel writings we notice that Jesus often visited Bethany (Matt 21:17;
26:6; Mk 11:1, 11, 12; Lk 24:50) It is possible and likely that Jesus stayed with Mary, Martha and
Lazarus when he was in Bethany and thus developed a close relationship with them

Sanhedrin–The Sanhedrin was the ruling Jewish council composed of the Chief Priest and other
prominent Jewish leaders. They are the body that made official decisions concerning the Jews and ruled
on matters of the Law for Jewish people.

Outline
 11:1-44 Lazarus Raised
 11:45-57 Sanhedrin Plot Against Jesus

Discussion Questions
1. (11:1-44) In 11:4 Jesus says that Lazarus situation is somehow connected with God’s glory.  

What is the connection? (see also 9:3)

2. (11:1-44) Why did Jesus say that the sickness would not end in death, but then Lazarus dies?

3. (11:1-44) What does Jesus risk by going back to Judea to Bethany? What motivates his trip?

4. (11:1-44) How can you explain Jesus intentionally staying for two days after he heard that
Lazarus was sick?

5. (11:1-44) What misunderstandings do the disciples demonstrate in their discussion with Jesus in
11:4-16?



6. (11:1-44) Read 4:48, 6:30, 11:14. What pattern emerges from these verses?

7. (11:1-44) In what ways does this story give an example of Jesus’ previous teaching in 5:21-5?

8. (11:45-57) What concerns or interests motivate the Sanhedrin?

9. (11:45-57) How do the words of Caiaphas seem ironic?



Lesson 9 –John 12-13

Overview
John chapter 12 opens with a specific mention that Passover is six days away, this is the final week of
Jesus life. There are several symbolic events that occur in this section. Each of them signify in their
own way that Jesus is the son of God who came to earth to fulfill the promises of the Old Testament,
establish God’s kingdom, and deal with the problem of sin.  
Saturday (12:1-11)–Jesus attends a dinner in his honor at Bethany Sunday (12:12-19)–Jesus is hailed
as king and enters Jerusalem in a triumphal procession
Thursday (13:1-38)–Jesus eats with disciples

Reading Notes
Anointing–It was the common practice that a king would be anointed. Saul and David were both
anointed by Samuel as a sign of God’s selectionof them as king over Israel. Generally the person was
anointed by pouring oil on their heads.  Jesus in John’s gospel is anointed by pouring oil on his feet.  
Because he is anointed on his feet there is a mixed message which combines both the idea of selection
and death. It implies death, because the typical reason to anoint a persons feet or body was to prepare
that body for burial, which Jesus points out in the story (12:7)

Bethany–Based on the other gospel writings we notice that Jesus often visited Bethany (Matt 21:17;
26:6; Mk 11:1, 11, 12; Lk 24:50) It is possible and likely that Jesus stayed with Mary, Martha and
Lazarus when he was in Bethany and thus developed a close relationship with them, and in chapter 10
Jesus raised Lazarus from the tomb.

Triumphal Entry– It was the expected practice that the king, the messiah king, who would “save” 
Israel, would lead a procession which began outside Jerusalem and wound up the path entering
Jerusalem, the city of David. The palm branches are a way of honoring the king, paving the dirt road
with a soft covering, but during this time period the palm branch was specifically symbolic of the
national political hopes of a liberator king.

Outline
 12:1-11 Jesus anointed at Bethany
 12:12-19 Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
 12:20-50 Jesus predicts his death
 13:1-38 The Last Supper

Discussion Questions
1. (12:1-11) How do the different groups of people respond to Jesus?

2. (12:1-11) What motives does seem to be moving Judas and the Jews?

3. (12:12-19) Read Zech 9:9 and compare this with John’s quote in 12:13-15. What are the
differences?



4. (12:12-19) Why do you suppose that Jesus responded to the crowds shout of “Blessed is the King 
of Israel”by finding a young donkey?

5. (12:12-19) How do the different groups of people respond to Jesus arrival on a donkey?

6. (12:12-19) What do you suppose the disciples understood later about these events that they don’t 
understand at the time? (12:16; 13:7). How is this connected to 12:30-33?

7. (12:20-36) What is significant about some Greeks wanting to see Jesus? Why do you think Jesus
responds to the news the way he does in 12:23?

8. (12:20-36) Jesus uses the phrase “will draw all men to myself” in 12:31.  Where has this idea 
been presented before in the story? What does it refer to?

9. (12:20-36) In what ways does Jesus death produce many seeds?

10. (12:37-50) How do the different groups respond to Jesus?

11. (12:37-50) Once again Jesus talks about the idea of a “judge.”  What do we learn about the 
purpose of Jesus mission from this section?

12. (13:1-20) How do Jesus actions at the supper form an important lesson for the disciples?

13. (13:1-20) There seems to be two responses to Jesus washing the disciples feet, the first in 13:6-
11 and the second in 13:12-20. Look at the two sections and summarize the interpretation that
each puts on the foot washing event.

14. (13:21-38) What misunderstandings are demonstrated in this section?

15. (13:21-38) Look at Peter’s actions in chapter 13.   In what ways are Peter’s actions symbolic of 
all of us?



Lesson 10 –John 14

Overview
John 14 begins a long discussion between Jesus and his disciples.  The opening line in this chapter is “do 
not be troubled” and this same idea is repeated in 14:27 “do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid.”  Thefact that the section begins and ends with the same idea is a clear indication that the entire
discourse is one topic. The main idea in this chapter concerns Jesus nearing departure from the
disciples. He has said several times that he was going away to a place they could not go, now he tells
them not to be concerned that he is going away. Jesus tells them that they do not need to be troubled
because although Jesus is going away they will still have God with them (emmanuel) in the form of the
Holy Spirit and God’s union with believers.  In this chapter the disciples are once again caught up in
some misunderstandings about the spiritual meaning of words that sound like physical places, dwellings,
paths, etc. This is much like Nicodemus who was confused about the difference between being “born 
again” physically and being “born from above” as a work of God’s recreation.

Reading Notes
Father’s House / Dwelling places–In the Jewish way of thinking, the concept of heaven is not really a
place in the same way as we think of a place that we could Google a map for. Heaven is the domain of
God, it is where God dwells and makes his abiding, his dwelling, his home. Israel, in the Old Testament
was blessed that God made his dwelling among them in the Tabernacle and later in the Temple. Jesus is
called Emmanuel, which means “God with us” to depict the fact that God was making his dwelling place 
among men in a new way.  In John 1, John says “The word became flesh and dwelt among us, ” yet 
another way of describing how God (in Jesus) made brought his presence to our human sphere or realm.
So the main idea in John 14 also concerns how Jesus departure will bring about the creation of a new
way for God to dwell among us, in the Holy Spirit. God will dwell in each of those who put their faith
in the Son.

Way / Truth / Life–These three terms are abstract ideas in John. He is more than a map, more than a
collection of words or ideas, and more than a way of living. In chapter 10, Jesus said that he was the
“Gate” the proper entrance into the sheep fold.  Thus it is through Jesus that people enter God’s sheep 
fold. In Chapter 1 Jesus is called the truth and the life. Most of the time, when the idea of life is
mentioned in John it is a reference to eternal life. However, in John 5:24f, it appears that “eternal life” 
begins at the point of becoming a follower of Christ.  Thus having “life” is a blessing for now as well as 
a future hope. The idea of truth from John 1 is wrapped up in the description of God himself who is
faithful and loving.  Thus Jesus is the embodiment of God’s faithfulness and love, he is the living map to 
God and the proof of life that escapes the boundaries of sin and death.

Outline
 14:1-14 Have Faith in me
 14:15-24 Love Me
 14:25-31 I tell you before it happens

Discussion Questions
1. (14:1-4) What is the main idea that Jesus communicates to his disciples in order to comfort them

about his departure?



2. (14:1-5) As Jesus talks about going to the Father, being with the Father, how are the disciples
confused?

3. (14:1-7) The phrases “I am the way and the truth and the life” is in parallel with “no one comes 
to the father except through me” indicating that both are expressing the same general idea.  What 
is does that idea seem to be?

4. (14:8-14) How does Jesus suggest that Philip has already seen the Father?

5. (14:8-14) According to these verses where is God’s dwelling place?

6. (14:8-14) Based on these verses, how will the story of Jesus that John has been telling in this
gospel continue once Jesus has “gone to the Father?”  How is this an answer to their “hearts 
being troubled?”

7. (14:15-24) Again the concern expressed in this section is about leaving and specifically leaving
them as “orphans” (14:18).  The words that Jesus speaks are intended to calm their fears about
his departure. Why does Jesus say that the disciples do not need to fear his departure?

8. (14:15-24) How is the dwelling place of God depicted in these verses? Based on these verses,
how many places does God live in?

9. (14:15-24) In the OT, God lived with/among the Israelites because he chose them as a nation.
After Christ has come, how does God decide where he will dwell/live/abide?

10. (14:25-31) When Jesus goes away (his death/resurrection/ascension) how will he continue to be
with his disciples?



Lesson 11 –John 15-16

Overview
John 15-16 continues a long prayer like discussion that Jesus has with his disciples following the Last
Supper but before his arrest and crucifixion. In these two chapters Jesus combines consolation with
warning for the disciples he is about to leave. Consolation that their sadness will turn to joy and that
they are ready for the next phase of the kingdom. Jesus also warns the disciples that they will endure the
same kinds of rejection and persecution that Jesus endured in his ministry.

Reading Notes
Vine–The image of a vine was common in Israel. Most of the time the image was used to depict Israel
as the vine growing in God’s vineyard.  Specific references include: Ps 80:9f, Hos 10:1, 14:7; Jer 6:9; Ez 
15:1f, 17:5-10, 19:10-14. In this chapter, the vine image represents Jesus and his kingdom. In these
chapters the symbol of the vine depicts the intended relationship or connection between the believer and
God. The purpose of the relationship is bearing fruit for the master.

Prune– the word “prune” (NIV) in v.2 can also be translated “clean” which then connects to the idea in 
v.3 forming another example of John’s use of dual meaning words.  

Structure Notes–in the section from 15:7-17, there are several verses from the beginning section that
are parallel to verses in the latter section. Thus there are some repeating themes in the following pairs of
verses: 7=16b-17, 8=16, 9=15, 10=14. This kind of structure is sometimes used to emphasis a particular
verse in the pattern, the one that falls at the point of folding.  In this case this is verse 11, “I have said 
this to you that my joy may be yours.”

(16:4) Synagogue expulsion–When Christianity began the Christians met in the Synagogues and were
considered part of the Jewish religion. AS time passed and the Jews rejected Christianity the tension
between Jews and Christians increased. By the end of the first century AD the composition of the
church had changed considerably from a predominantly Jewish makeup to a predominantly Gentile
population.  At some point in this transition the Christians were “officially” expelled from the 
Synagogues. This probably took place at different times in different places, but there is good evidence
to think that some time around 80-90 AD this expulsion from the Synagogues was going on.

Righteousness–In the OT sense, righteousness is associated with justice.

Outline
 15:1-17 Vine = maintaining a relationship with Jesus / God
 15:18-16:4 Apostles will be persecute like Jesus
 16:5-33 Jesus leaving is discussed

Discussion Questions
1. (15:1-17)In the first 4 verses of this section the contrast is developed between “remaining” and 
being “cut-off,”  what is the result of both of these situations?



2. (15:1-17) Verse 7, 16b-17 seems to be an open promise of God answering all of our prayers, but
our experiences do not match the simplicity of an “ask whatever you wish” promise.  How does 
the context of the verse provide clarification about what is meant?

3. (15:1-17) Look at verse 9-10. What is the order in which love and obedience are depicted?

4. (15:1-17)What responsibilities are implied when Jesus says, “I no longer call you servants, 
because a servant does not know his master’s business.  Based on this verse how would you 
describe the role of a disciple of Christ?

5. (15:18-16:4) In what was will the experience of the disciples be the same as Jesus? Compare
John’s description with Matt 10:20f and Matt 25:31f.

6. (15:18-16:4) What is the role of the “Counselor” and Jesus teachings as described in this section?

7. (16:5-33) What benefit does Jesus departure enable?

8. (16:5-33) What does the phrase “in a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little 
while you will see me” mean?

9. (16:5-33) In 16:7-8 there are three things mentioned that will result from the arrival of the Holy
Spirit (Counselor) following Jesus death: sin, righteousness, and judgement. Sin and judgement
seem easy enough to understand, but in what way does Jesus return to the Father convict the
world of “righteousness”?  

10. (16:5-33) What event seems to be referred to in 16:20?

Reflection– At what point did you join the disciples in saying “This makes us believe that you came 
from God” and what impact does that have on your life?



Lesson 12 –John 17

Overview
John 17 is the final section of the long discourse of Jesus following the Last Supper. The discourse
began in chapter 14 and ends with the prayer contained here in chapter 17. The prayer will expand in
circles, like the rings formed when you drop a pebble in a pond.

Reading Notes
The Hour–(17:1) John has been saying over and over again that “the time has not yet come”, but now 
Jesus speaks with his Father and says, “the time has come”  All along, the teachings and signs that Jesus
performed have been pointing forward to his sign of death, resurrection and ascension.

Them / Those you have given me–The references beginning in v. 6 to “those whom you gave me” and 
v. 9 “those you have given me” I understand to be referring tothe Apostles who were chosen and sent
by Jesus. This seems to make the most sense given: (1) he is praying in front of them, (2) he has just
completed a discourse to them, (3) he says “I protected them....none has been lost except....” in v. 12. 

Sanctify–this word appears in vv. 17 & 19. The Greek word used in these verses refers to something
that is set aside for use by God. Sometimes in the Temple worship of the Old Testament there were
tools and instruments (candle sticks, lavers, etc.) that were“set aside” for holy purposes.  It conveys also 
the idea that something is purified or cleansed so that it is prepared for that special task.

Outline
 17:1-8 Jesus prays to his Father “Glorify your son”
 17:9-19 Prayer for the apostles
 17:20-26 Prayer for all followers

Discussion Questions
1. (17:1-8) What two purposes of Jesus ministry can you find in vv. 1-8?

2. (17:1-8) In v. 4 Jesus mentions that he has completed “the work,”  based on vv. 1-8 how would
you describe the “work” Jesus came to do?

3. (17:1-8) How does this section compare to John chapter 1?

4. (17:9-19) Why does Jesus feel the Apostles will need protection when he leaves?

5. (17:9-19) Compare 17:14-16 with 15:18-25 and 17:15 with 12:17-29. What comparisons stand
out to you?

6. (17:9-19) Why does Jesus not want God to take the apostles out of the world (17:15)?



7. (17:9-19) Remember back to last weeks lesson on chapter 15-16.  How does God “cleanse” his 
people?  How have the apostles been prepared for their “holy task”?

8. (17:9-19) How is Jesus going to sanctify himself (v. 19)?

9. (17:20-26) What is the central effort of the apostles?

10. (17:20-26) Reread chapters 14-16.  How would you explain the use of “one” (v. 21) and “unity” 
(v. 23) as it applies to “those who believe in me [Jesus] through their [Apostles] message?”

11. (17:20-26) How will Jesus “continue to make” God known to the Apostles?


