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Study Outline
This study of Galatians will be organized into the following lessons

Week Date Reference
1 June 3 1.1-2.14
2 June 10 2.15-3.18
3 June 17 3.19-4.7
4 June 24 4.8-5.1
5 July 1 5.2-26
6 July 8 6.1-18



Lesson 1 –Galatians 1:1-2:14

Overview
This section is divided into three parts as follows:
1:1-5 Opening Address
1:6-10 Outlines the Purpose for the letter
1:11-2:14 Review some Background material

Study
Paul’s letter to the Galatians is probably the first letter written in the New Testament. If we assume that Paul was
converted around 33 AD, then this letter is probably written around 49 AD following Paul’s first missionary tour 
mentioned in Acts 13.1 At this point in the development of the Christian movement there are many discussions
about the nature of Christianity still being worked out. The incorporation of Gentiles is still a new phenomena, the
expansion of the church into regions beyond Jerusalem is still sparse. Because this is one of the first documents of
the New Testament, Galatians gives us a unique glimpse into the central ideas of Christian faith. In this letter we
have the opportunity to watch Paul reason from first principles hammering out the basics of Christian faith.

(1:1-5) Opening Address
Carefully read 1:1-2.  Compare this introduction to the following introductions found in Paul’s other letters.  

Gal 1:1 - Paul, an apostle--sent not from men nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him
from the dead-- and all the brothers with me, To the churches in Galatia:...

1 Thess 1:1–Paul, Silas, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ:...

1 Cor 1:1–Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of god, and our brother Sosthenes, To the church
of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all those everywhere who
call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ–their Lord and ours:...

Phil 1:1–Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the
overseers and deacons.

Col 1:1–Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the holy and faithful
brothers in Christ at Colossae:...
1). In what ways is this introduction like the others and in what ways is it different from the other
introductions?

2). What unique phrases appear in the letter to Galatia?

3). According to this section, what did Christ do for us?

4). When Paul uses the term “age” (v.3) he is using a special word that imagines time divided into the present
age and the age to come with Christ being the dividing line. In what ways has Christ “rescued us from the 
present evil age (v.3)?”  In what ways do we still find ourselves in the “present evil age?”

(1:6-10) Main Purpose of Letter
After the introduction, this section (vv.6-10) contains a brief description of the central issue or issues that Paul will
address in the letter.

1 Ben Witherington III, “Grace in Galatia,” A Commentary on Paul’s Letter to the Galatians, Grand 
Rapids:Eerdmans, 1998, p.8-20.



5). What word seems to be repeated most often in vv. 6-10? What does that tell us about the central theme of
the letter?

6). What is issue in Galatia that Paul is so concerned about?

7). Paul begins to sound defensive in v. 10. Why do you think he feels it necessary to clarify his purpose for
writing the way he does in v.10?

(Bonus) What is different about the form of this letter to the Galatians as compared to Paul’s other letters?

(1:11-2:14) Background / preliminary arguments
Having established the central theme of the letter (1:6-10), Paul now begins to describe some background material
which provides a starting point for the main arguments of the letter. Paul is trying to convince the Galatians to do
something and he will use a series of arguments to convince them of his proposed course of action, but first he must
set the stage. Verses 11-12 provide the theme for 1:11-2:14, then the material in 1:13-2:14 provide the support for
his claim in 1:11-12. Paul is defending the gospel, a gospel revealed to him rather than taught to him. To establish
this fact, Paul will recount his own history in chronological order. He is not defending his apostleship. His main
points in this section are NOT the central theme of the letter as a whole, but Paul must establish these first points in
order to move into the heart of the letter.
8). Why is it important that the Galatians understand that Paul didn’t just make up the gospel message he 
had taught them? (vv. 11-12)

9). Technically, verse 12 could read “...I received it by revelation about Jesus Christ” emphasizing the content 
of the revelation rather than the source. What are the implications of Paul’s message being based on a 
revelation? (vv. 12)

10). What are the characteristics of the two ways of life that Paul is contrasting in vv. 13-17? Make a list of
the words associated with each of them.

11).Outline Paul’s timeline following his conversion as presented here in Galatians 1:15-2:14. Take
particular note of the places where Paul says he “did not” or “was not” or “added not”

12).After preaching for over 14 years, why would Paul be concerned that his efforts would be “in vain” 
(v.2:2), especially since he is emphatic that the message came from Christ directly?

13). Why would Paul take Titus to Jerusalem?

14).What was the reason for Paul’s confrontation with Peter?

15). Read Gal 6:12, 1 Thes 2:14-16. What hints do you find for the situation in Galatia?



Lesson 2 - 2.15-3.18

Overview
In this section of Galatians Paul presents the main purpose of the letter in 2:15-21 then proceeds to build his
compelling argument to persuade the Galatian Christians. The purpose of the letter is to examine the underlying
issue raised by the confrontation of Peter and Paul. The issue is more than simply who was right and who was
wrong, Paul rightly perceives that there are significant implications to the issue. In fact, the central issue is nothing
short of the truth of the gospel message. Paul will offer seven different arguments to support his proposition. We
will look at the first of these in 3:1-3:18 based on the faith of Abraham. Over the next couple of weeks as we
explore these seven arguments I want to encourage you to look at them on two levels. On the first level it is
important to understand the content of Paul’s argument and the details of what he is saying.  On another level it is 
instructive to notice how Paul constructs his arguments paying attention to the basic elements of truth he uses to
support his conclusions?

Study
2:15-2:21 - Main Purpose of Letter
3:1-18–The Faith of Abraham

(2:15-21) Main Purpose of the Letter
In v. 15-17, Pauluses “we” to express the things his fellow Jewish Christians will agree with him on. Then in 18-21
Paul switches to using “I” and offers his own life as an example of the point he trying to make. Verse 17 is a
transition between these the “we” and the “I” sections and takes the form of a rhetorical question which sounds very 
similar to Romans that emphasizes the serious implications of continuing to trust in the Law. The word justification
occurs several times in this section and I have included a definition below for reference.

Justification - From an OT context the word relates to a judge acquitting the innocent (Deut 25:1; Mic 6:11) by
being found faithful to the covenant. But this is not how Paul is using the term, here or in Romans. In both of these
letters,Paul makes it clear that all men sin and thus cannot be considered “faithful to the covenant,” yet are 
“justified” by faith in Christ.  Thus in Paul’s view, faith in Christ, is faith that God will consider Christians “in 
covenant” relationship with God, despite their previous and continuing sins.The word occurs in both noun and verb
form.  In verb form it is “justify” and the noun form is “righteousness.”  The familiar memory tool for justification 
which says it means “just as if I” gets close to the meaning, but there is a subtle distinction that must be emphasized.  
To say “just as if I” met the requirements of the Law implies that following the Lawremains the basis for salvation.
On the contrary, Paul emphasizes that salvation is based only on the effort and work of Christ.

1. Read 2:15-17. Make a list of the things that Paul thinks his fellow Jewish Christians will agree with
him about.

2. What two groups of people is Paul contrasting in v. 15 by using the phrases “Jews” and “Gentile 
sinners”?

3. Read 2:17 and 2:14 together. How would you restate what Paul is saying in 2:17?

4. Read 2:18-21.  In what ways did Paul “die to the law” (v. 19)?

5. Looking at 2:20,in what way has Paul been “crucified with Christ” and what is he expressing when 
he says “I no longer live”?

6. Look at 2:21. Paul is using himself as an example. What aspects of his practice as a Christian is Paul
calling attention to? Why?



(3:1-18) Faith of Abraham
This section contains the first of seven arguments that Paul will offer in his attempt to convince the Galatians to stop
adding requirements to the gospel message of salvation by faith. The section has two sub-divisions: 3:1-5; 3:6-18.

(3:1-5)
Read 3:1-5. In what ways have the Galatians been fooled?

Make a list of the things Paul mentions as proof that salvation is based on Christ not the law (3:1-5). What
kinds of proofs are they?

(3:6-18)
After pointing to the shared conversion experiences, Paul continues with an example from Scripture to support his
point. As you might expect, he turns to Abraham. This section is connected to 3:1-5 by the words “just as” or 
“consider” (NIV) which points backward.
Read 3:6-14. According to Paul, on what basis was Abraham considered justified (i.e. righteous)?

By contrast, what does Paul say about those who attempt to maintain their relationship with God based on
the law? (see 3:10-12)

In 3:10 Paul quotes Deut 27:26. What is the “curse of the law” that Paul is referring to in 3:10-14? How does
this point fit in Paul’s main argument?

Based on 3:10-14 what benefits do the descendants of Abraham receive in Christ? What benefits do Gentiles
receive?

In 3:15-18 Paul offers one more support for his first argument, this time contrasting law with promise. What
is the main point of 3:15-18?



Lesson 3 - 3.19-4:7

Overview
Having established his main point and supported it with the first argument based on the faith of Abraham, Paul
offers a second supporting argument. In the first argument, Paul pressed the distinction between the promise to
Abraham and the Law of Moses saying that the Law did not supersede the promise and that the Law is not the basis
for being “justified” before God.  Now Paul turns to a question he expects his audience to ask, namely what then is
the purpose of the Law? If the Law does not provide the basis to fulfill the promise to Abraham, then what is the
function of the Law? That is the topic of this second argument which is divided into three sub units: 3:19-22, 23-29,
4:1-7

(3:19-22) Purpose of the Law
Paul opens the section with a rhetorical question concerning the purpose of the Law, then he answers the question
with “it was added because of transgressions until the Seed....”  The meaning of this will develop as we read further.
One emphasis we should note here is that Paul clearly defines the Law has having a temporary purpose, not an
eternal purpose.

1. Read 3:19 together with 3:22f.  How does Scripture “declare that the whole world is aprisoner of
sin.?” 

2. What are the promises of God referred to in 3:21? Read back through from 3:1 if necessary.

3. Based on this section, what two words are used synonymously with “life” (v. 21)?  

4. If life does not come by the Law, how is the promised fulfilled?

(3:23-29) Temporary Supervisor
This sub unit has two paragraphs 3:23-5 and 3:26-29.  In the first one, Paul uses the “we” pronoun to speak to fellow 
Jewish Christians.  In the second he uses “you” to speak about Gentile Christians.  In this section Paul uses a term
“guardian” or “supervisor” which was often a slave placed in charge of children to supervise them and guide them in 
moral development.

5. Read 3:23-25. (Addressed to the Jewish Christians) What was the purpose of the law for the
Jews?

6. How does the image of the law as “supervisor” reinforce the argument made in the first subunit?

7. Read 3:26-29.  (Addressed to the Gentile Christians)  How would Paul’s application of the term 
“sons of God” be shocking?

8. According to 3:26-29, what is distinction between “faith” and “baptism”?  What might “clothed 
yourself with Christ refer to?

9. What does being “clothed with Christ” mean? See parallels in Eph 4:24f; Col 3:10f; Rom 13:14f.



10. What is the main point Paul is addressing in 3:28? Why would this be challenging?

11. How would the Jewish Christians be challenged by 3:29?

12. Having read Paul’s argument thus far, why was the law added?

(4:1-7) Slaves and Children
Paul brings his second argument to a close in this paragraph.  Again we need to pay attention to Paul’s use of “we” 
as a reference to Jewish Christians and “you” as a reference to Gentile Christians.

13. Read 4:1. Following the analogy of the previous sub unit, who is the “heir” that is a child/slave 
referred to in 4:1?

14. Who are the “heirs” mentioned in 4:7?

15. What are the main contrasting image pairs in this section?

16. According to Paul, why was Jesus born “under the law”?

17. Following Paul’s argument, to whom does the Law now apply?

18. Reflecting on the entire section from 3:19-4:7, what purpose did the Law serve?



Lesson 4 –Galatians 4:8-5:1

Overview
This section covers arguments #3 and #4 in Paul’s attempt to convince the Gentile Christians in Galatia to resist the 
form of faith being pressed by the “men from James.”  The third argument (4:8-20) employs an emotional appeal.
In the fourth argument (4:21-5:1) Paul uses an interesting interpretive analogy. In both cases Paul is addressing his
comments to the Gentile Christians in Galatia.

(4:8-20) Argument #3 -Don’t Go Back
The opening line of this section (4:8) makes it clear that Paul is addressing the Gentiles by using the phrase “you did 
not know God...”  Paul says that before they were Christians, they were “enslaved” to pagan Gods.  

1. Read 4:8-11. In what ways does Paul say these Gentiles were enslaved before they were
Christians?

2. Examine 4:9 where Paul corrects himself. What does this correction signal about the
transformation in thinking that Paul is encouraging in the Gentile brothers?

3. In 4:12 Paul uses himself as an example for the Gentile Christians. What aspect of his life is he
calling attention to?

4. Read 4:13-16. What is the impact of these verses on the reader?

5. 4:17 refers to “those people.”  Who does this refer to?  

6. In 4:17-18, what motives does Paul say is driving the opposition?

7. What does Paul’s image of childbirth in 4:19 refer to? Remember he is talking to Christians.

(4:21-51) Argument #4 - Children of Promise
4:21 with the phrase “you who want to be under the law” indicates that this section is also addressed to the Gentile 
Christians. In this argument, Paul will use Scripture, but in a very interesting way.

8. Paul uses the word “law” to refer to two different things in 4:21, what are those two things?



9. Read 4:21-31. Make two lists, one for all of the ideas associated with Hagar and the other for all
of the ideas associated with Sarah.

Hagar Sarah

10. Looking at the list above, where does Paul place Judaism and the Law of Moses? (hint, read
4:25)

11. In 4:27, the key point of comparison hinges on the phrase “because more are the children.”  Why 
might Paul use this form of comparison?

12. Who is speaking in 4:30? What might Paul be saying with this phrase?

13. Reread 4:21-5:1 keeping in mind that this entire section is written to the Gentile Christians. If
you were a Jewish Christian, which phrases would you find offensive?

14. Read 5:1 and 4:8. In both places Paul uses the word “slavery.”What idea is Paul talking about
in both?



Lesson 5 –Galatians 5:2-5:26

Overview
This section covers arguments #5 and #6 in Paul’s attempt to convince the Gentile Christians in Galatia to resist
going back to a “basic principles” form of religion.  The fifth argument (5:2-15) is the climax of Paul’s rhetoric and 
employs some very strong language as Paul nails home the main point. Then in the sixth argument (5:16-26) Paul
expresses the alternatives that the Galatian Christians are choosing between and he expresses the kinds of
community results that would result from each alternative. The alternatives are exactly what you would expect at
this point, namely living by the Spirit or living by basic principles and laws.

(5:2-15) Argument #5–Cutting depicts Covenant
The opening line of this section (5:2) clearly signals a new section with the forceful Look! Notice that at the
beginning of this section Paul speaks in the first person saying “I tell you...”  This is Paul on the witness stand in a 
trial setting giving forceful testimony, what he declares is the sworn truth. The section can be divided into three
parts 5:2-6; 7-12; 13-15. The first section makes the point that circumcision is like signing the covenant of law. In
the second part Paul seeks to undermine the arguement of his opponents. In the final part Paul returns to the idea of
freedom and argues that living by the Spirit fulfills the law.

(5:2-6)
1. Read 5:2-6. What key ideas catch your attention from this subunit?

2. Since the phrase “Christ will be of no value...” depicts a future time, what future time is Paul 
talking about?

3. Why would Paul say that circumcision obligates a person to keep the whole law?

4. In 5:4-5 What two alternatives does Paul present?

5. Express the conclusion of this subsection (5:6b) in your own words.

(5:7-12)
6. Read 5:7-12.  Paul switches to using “you” againand expresses confidence that the Galatians will

make the right choice. What are the two analogies Paul uses at the opening of this unit?

7. 5:10 is again expressed in the future tense. What is Paul referring to?

8. 5:11 uses himself as an example. When did Paul preach circumcision? What persecution is he
referring to?

9. In 5:12 Paul uses a strong image which actually has multiple meanings. What would in mean for
a Jew to be emasculated? What is Paul really suggesting about these agitators?



(5:13-15)
Note– If you are reading this in the NIV, substitute the word “flesh” for every occurrence of “sinful nature”

10. 5:13 expresses the Jewish concern that “freedom” will lead to a morally chaotic culture / 
community. What alternative does Paul offer to this concern?

11. In what way is the law “summed up” or “fulfilled” in the saying “Love your neighbor as 
yourself”?

12. Paul seems to express that the choice to follow the Spirit vs. Law has significant community
implications. What clues appear in this subunit to this effect?

(5:16-26) Argument #6–The Superior path of the Spirit
Paul continues to contrast the two alternatives of living by “basic principles” and living by the Spirit.  He also seems 
to address the concern of the Jews that Christian freedom will result in a deplorable moral community.
Alternatively, Paul suggests that following the Spirit is superior to following a list of laws, because the Spirit offers
power over the desires of the flesh.

13. Read 5:16-26.  Make a list of the things associated with “flesh” and the things associated with 
Spirit.

Flesh Spirit

14. In 5:17 Paul expresses the tension between flesh and Spirit and ends with the phrase, “so that 
you do not do what you want.”  How can you express this so that it is consistent with 5:16?

15. It may not be obvious, but Paul is actually contrasting two different types of community in this
section rather that two different types of individuals. To get some sense of this look at the
following hints

(1) Count how many of the total list of “sins of the flesh” have to do with relationshipsand
compare this to the total.

(2) Connect the final thought in 5:26 (also in 5:15) with the ideas expressed in the rest of this
argument (5:16-26)

(3) The most obscure element is perhaps the fact that Paul quotes Aristotle in 5:23 from
Aristotle’s discussion of those virtues that promote a better society.

16. If Paul’s aim focuses on unity in the Christian community, how are the agitators threatening that
unity?



Lesson 6 –Galatians 6:1-18

Overview
The final section of Galatians contains the final argument that Paul offers to convince the Galatian Christians to
follow the Spirit (6:1-10) along with a brief summary of the letter in Paul’s own hand (6:11-18). The fact that Paul
takes up the pen himself in 6:11 reflects the ancient practice of using scribes to write while the author dictated the
letter, then the author would add some brief personal notes and a final signature.

(6:1-10) Argument #7–Putting the Spirit into practice
In the previous section, Paul contrasted the community that results from the pursuit of the desires of the flesh with
the community that results from the pursuit of the desires of God’s Spirit.  It seems that the Jewish Christian 
agitators were arguing that if there is no law to follow, then the quality of the Christian society will degrade into
lawlessness and sin. To the contrary, Paul suggests that the community will actually improve in character because
they are inwardly motivated by the Spirit of God to pursue the things of God and thus will naturally fulfill the letter
of requirements of the law. Now in this section, Paul describes a small collection of specific ways that this new
community can live out life in the Spirit.
The section can be difficult to understand and a casual reading can lead to the impression that Paul is simply
throwing in some random thoughts at the close of the letter. But this is not the case; these thoughts continue and
drive Paul’s argument of the entire letter to a practical conclusion.The examination will divide 6:1-10 into three
sub-units for convenience only but we must remember that these three sub-units are all connected and follow a
cascading flow of thought from 6:1 to 6:10.  Note how this entire section emphasizes a “one another” character 
versus and individual character.
(6:1)

1. By using the phrase “you who are spiritual” what two groups is Paul creating?

2. How does this division of the Galatian church differ from the division that Paul argues against in
the previous sections of the letter?

3. On a logical note, if there is no moral “law” how can Paul say that any person can be caught in a 
“trespass” (NIV,“sin”)?

4. How does this mutual concern for each others moral health address the Jewish Christians
anxiety over the lack of Law?

(6:2-6)
Read 6:2-6.  The word translated “burden”(v2) is often used to refer to financial matters but it seems to have a
broader context here. The word “load” (“burden” in ASV) in v5 is certainly a financial word.  So the section 
progresses from general “burdens” to a specific type of burdens dealing with self-support.

5. Up to this point Paul has clearly argued against the use bothpagan and Jewish “law” based 
methods of moral governance.  Now Paul mentions “the law of Christ”, what is he referring to? 
(See also 5:2-6; 13-15; 24-25)

6. V3 qualifies V2.  How could an attitude of “think[ing] he is something” pollute the instruction to 
“carry each other’s burdens”?

7. V4 then clarifies V2-3 addressing the issue of pride. Under what circumstances does Paul find it
acceptable to “take pride”?  (note: the idea of “work” or “actions” in this verse is probably a 
reference to vocation and in the context takes on a socio-economic tone.



8. V5 says that each one should “carry his own [financial] load.”  How does this idea fit with v2?  
(see also 1 Thes 2:5-9; 2 Thes 3:6-10)

9. Looking at 6:2-6 as a whole, how might the “law of Christ” be connected to the notion of
“carrying each others burden’s”?

10. V6 offers an exception to the idea of “carry his own load” (v5), who is exempted?

(6:6-10)
Note–I have included v6 in both sub-units because it forms a connection between the ideas that come before v6 and
those that come after v6.

11. Given the tone of the section thus far, how might you define the phrase “all good things” in 6:6? 
(see also Lk 10:7; 1 Cor 9:13f)

12. In 6:7-8 Paul adopts the image of sowing and reaping. Since this follows the idea of supporting
“instructors”, what is the most likely meaning?

13. 6:7 contains a strong warning saying “God cannot be mocked.”  Being mocked in this case would 
be a reference to the attempt to “get away with something” that goes undetected.  Why might 
Paul feel the need to include this warning when talking about teachers in Galatia?

14. What ultimate future goal does Paul offer for “please[ing] the Spirit” (6:8)?  

15. Finally, in 6:10 Paul uses the phrase “house of Israel.”  In this context, what importance does this 
phrase have to the audience?

(6:11-18) Postscript Summary
Paul personally signs the letter to the Galatian Christians, but not just with a simple “goodbye.”  Instead, Paul 
includes a summary of the core elements of the letter to make sure the essential points are not missed. As he does
this we get a glimpse into the situation in Galatia that is helpful for understanding the letter as a whole.

16. What new insights do these verses (6:12-14) contain about the motives of the group Paul is
opposing in this letter?

17. There are some powerful phrases in this section. Take a moment and reflect on what Paul has
said in the letter thus far and express what each of these phrases mean:

(6:14) “...never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

(6:14) “....the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”

(6:15) “...what counts is a new creation.”


